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Dave brought Clive, his companion Basset, into my office every Monday night at six for my class With A Pen Of Light. They made 
a pair. David smiled calmly with that clownish gap while Clive poked his snout among my spaces like a sleuth sniffing clues to my 
character. Dave might make a remark about my film choice for the week as he would grab my keys and the khaki package of 
magic to take it off to the booth and do its stuff. The most reliable and reassuring of projectionists, David Rosenberg knocked 


down doubt and built up spirit. 


Later during the week that followed in the path of the Monday class, Dave and Clive would move along Wickenden. Dave would 
tap at the window of a cafe to get me to return his grin. If the server would let him, he'd bring Clive in for a pat and a chat. Dave 
talked me into adopting my own pup, my Italian greyhound Greta, an artistic breed, the favorite of princes and portraitists of 


the Renaissance. Our familiars suited us, Dave down to earth, me with my head in the clouds. 


Movies and our mutts brought us together over our coffee, but not always just the flicks. David wrote a far-out far-east travel 
journal in our freshman composition course. When he started out in landscape architecture, we touched base on gardening and 


lost Eden, both earthly and religious. 


Sometimes to room 412 CB David — the name means “beloved” — brought not just Clive but Joe, a mate who looked a bit like him, 


the same general shape. They sat in the back mini-row on black vinyl! seats, like David and Jonathan. 


My favorite flavor of old film footage is that smoky spiritual quality. Gene Tierney, Merle Oberon and Veronica Lake aged and 
passed away in real life. But in reel life they jump back and prove how actual myth figures in our lives. Cocteau, who wrote the 
phrase for his craft, “with a pen of light,” noted the strange tie between dream and fact, two kinds of truth. He saw death as a 


passageway between body and soul, our everyday Orphic mystery. 


David Rosenberg makes me think of an eternal figure from folklore. That smirk on the edge of irony but too good-natured for 
sarcasm. Everybody liked Dave, but he still struck you, perched on an onyx block by the auditorium side doors, like a loner, a 
profile of reverie. He kept promising to show me the script for his thesis, but | will have to invent it from the ribbons of negatives 
in his paper trail. The grip he left behind, people scrambled to put their fingers round its handle to reach its contents, all mystery 
now. As the years roll over this class, David will stay on as the rest go and change. In his worn coat, a symbol of the understated 
go's, a spirit both melancholy and merry, both solid and spiritual like our collective evolution, a maker of both gardens in soil 


and dreams on celluloid, like our school, he looms among and above us like our group guardian angel. 


As I see my movies, | will summon David's soul like a projectionist from Paradise. At a Quaker-like memorial service held in the 
BEB building during wintersession, | lit the Jewish kaddish candle. It stands as a sort of lighthouse. It guides David's spirit back to 
us briefly as it spins its own way round the universe like a comet. Meanwhile Clive roamed among the semicircle of students. 
Some spoke, clearly or through sobs, saying loving things about their fellow art student. His dad told them to take up their tasks 
in their studios. He added, he had gotten to know his son best during the making of his senior project. His mom lit the little 
lighthouse-candle and read a poem. His sister Stephanie said she'd learned new things about her brother. Peter O'Neil, his mentor 
and teacher sitting beside this handsome family, said,"I'm the only Quaker here. We close by shaking hands and going." | mumbled 


to Stephanie, "This was also a shiva." 


I want to spin metaphor out of this memorial. How else can we defeat death except through the grace of art? We lost a pen of 


light in the long hard winter of ‘93-’94. But it has writ a flourish across this class and left its mark on our horizon. 
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